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Lent 2021 

Right after Sr. Margie and the Worship Committee announced the events that they had 

planned for our Lenten journey our entire country shut down.  2020 was soon marked with the 

Pandemic, racial unrest and political divide.  As the year went on we found ourselves longing 

to receive Eucharist, missing the Sign of Peace, missing celebrating with family and friends and 

our breakfast gatherings.  With this in mind, the Worship committee has selected HEALING as 

the theme for our Lenten journey this year.  Healing is such a broad topic, but one that is easily 

personalized. You decide where you wish to focus and what special intentions you will pray 

for.  Listed are just a few examples of ways we need healing. 

Physical healing: illness, physical pain, recovery 

Emotional healing: anger with those who disagree, fear or distrust of those who look or 

believe differently, concern about what is happening in the world 

Spiritual healing: discouragement over a lack of scripture knowledge, lack of contact with faith 

community, uncertainty over my own faith growth 

Our goal is to make it easy for all parishioners, if you choose, to fully participate in Sunday 

Liturgies, the racial justice session and the parish retreat.  In this booklet you with find all the 

information you need to prepare to join in with these Lenten plans.    

 

Ash Wednesday, February 17 

There is a simple cross in front of the altar as our focus today.  Additional items will be added 

to the environment each week as a visual reminder of the Sunday readings.  As suggested by 

the American Bishops, the ashes will be sprinkled on us today. 

Reading I Joel 2:12-18 

Reading II 2Corinthians 5:20-6:2 

 We are ambassadors of Christ.  Be reconciled to God. 

 In an acceptable time, I heard you, and on the day of salvation I helped you. 

 Behold now is a very acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.  

Gospel Reading Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 
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Lay Your Hands is the song that will be sung at each of our Sunday liturgies during Lent.  In 

addition to the words to the song, there is also a YouTube site where you can listen to the 

song as part of your weekly/daily meditation. 

 
LAY YOUR HANDS 
By: Carey Landry 
 
Refrain: 
Lay your hands gently upon us, 
Let there touch render you peace, 
Let them bring your forgiveness and healing 
Lay your hands, gently lay your hands. 
 
                        I 
You were sent to free the broken hearted. 
You were sent to give sight to the blind. 
You desire to heal all our illness. 
Lay your hands, gently lay your hands. 
 
                        II 
Lord, we come to you through one another, 
Lord, we come to you in all our need. 
Lord, we come to you seeking wholeness. 
 
Lay your hands, gently lay your hands. 
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First Sunday of Lent, February 21 

In the Gospel today Jesus is driven to the desert where he stayed for 40 days. To represent 

those 40 days, cacti have been added to the environment.   

Those of you participating from home are asked to have a small bowl of water near you today.  

Before Mass begins the congregation will be sprinkled with holy water as a sign of our 

Baptism.  THOSE OF YOU AT HOME MAY USE THE WATER TO MAKE THE SIGN OF THE CROSS. 

Reading I  Genesis 9:8-15 

Reading II   1Peter 3:18-22  

Baptism is not a removal of dirt from the body, but an appeal to God for a clear 

conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at 

the right hand of God. 

In the first reading God made a covenant with Noah.  He promised never again to destroy the 

earth with water.  Water was used to cleanse the earth of the evil that had invaded it.  We 

wash our hands with water to prevent the spread of the Covid virus, many are calmed by the 

sound of water, drinking water is needed for us to survive and many believe in the healing 

waters at Lourdes. 

Gospel  Mark 1:12-15 

 

Sunday, February 21 - 2pm. 

Conversion to Racial Justice: Are We Who We Say We Are? 

Reverend Deacon Royce Winters: Facilitator 

Deacon Winters, as a young husband and father, participated in the RCIA program at St. Agnes 

in Bond Hill (now the site of Church of the Resurrection Parish).  Royce was active in spiritual 

leadership, Music Ministry and athletic teams.  After serving as a Cincinnati Police Officer, he 

answered the call to enroll in the Diaconate Program at the seminary.  Deacon Winters has 

been active throughout the diocese and currently serves as the Director of the Office for 

African-American Pastoral Ministries. We feel blessed to have him facilitate our session.  We 

will be breaking into small group sessions as part of the program. 
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Second Sunday of Lent, February 28 

This week we are asking you to think of something specific about yourself that you would like 

to “transfigure” or heal.  Write it on a piece of paper and bring it to church (papers will also be 

available in Church).  If you attend Mass on Zoom, you have options either write it on a paper 

and keep it with this booklet, email it to rsivory@fuse.net or text it to 513-235-4934.  If you 

are not comfortable sending in your special need for healing just write “special intention of 

________________(your name)”.   All papers will be placed in a glass bowl which will be added 

to the environment.  After Lent these papers will be burned and the ashes will be added to the 

soil in the flower beds when new flowers are planted. 

Reading I Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18 

Reading II     Romans 8:31b-34 

Gospel           Mark 9:2-10 

“Jesus led them up a high mountain and He was transfigured before them, and 

His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than any earthly bleacher could make 

them.” 

 

 

Third Sunday of Lent, March 7 

Reading I  Exodus 20:1-17 

Reading II 1Corinthians 1:22-25 

Jesus drove the sellers, the animals and the money changers out of the temple. 

“Take these out of here and stop making my Father’s house a marketplace”. 

“Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up”.  Here Jesus is predicting 

his brutal death and resurrection.  A prayer shawl has been added to the 

environment to remind us of the healing power of the death and resurrection of 

Jesus.  This prayer shawl was used during the St. Bernard Seder Meals. 

Gospel  John 2:13-25 

 

mailto:rsivory@fuse.net
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Fourth Sunday of Lent, March 14 

This is the perfect Sunday to add the candle you received during Advent or any candle to your 

prayer space. A candle has also been added to the environment at church. 

Reading I  2Chronciles 36:14-16, 19-23 

Reading II Ephesians 2:4-10 

Gospel John 3:14-21 

  “The light came into the world, but people preferred darkness to light.” 

“Whoever lives the truth comes to the light, so that their works may be clearly 

seen as done in God.” 

In her poem, Amanda Gorman challenges us with these words:   

When day comes, we ask ourselves, where can we find light? 

But there was always light. 

If only we are brave enough to see it. 

If only we are brave enough to be it. 

Research has shown that many people have a positive response to light.  We feel 

more positive, have more energy and feel happier and healthier.  Do we feel the 

healing power of the light we received at Baptism? 

 

 

Saturday, March 20 Parish Retreat 

10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

“I Am Who God Says I Am” 

During this virtual retreat you will have the opportunity to break into small discussions groups. 
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Fifth Sunday of Lent, March 21 

We read that God made a covenant with Noah in one of the earlier Lenten readings.  Today 

God makes a new covenant with us. We have been talking about and praying for healing all of 

this Lenten season.  What was your request?  Have you been transformed in any way? 

Reading I Jeremiah 31:31-34  

“This is the covenant that I will make. I will be their God and they shall be my 

people.  All from least to greatest shall know me.” 

Use the remaining weeks of lent to continue to heal and continue to pray for 

healing for others. 

Reading II  Hebrews 5:7-9  

Gospel John 12:20-33 

A Covenant scroll has been added to the church environment this week.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord, March 28 

The cross, a crown of thorns, a burial cloth and palms are the focus for this week.   

Gospel at the Procession Mark 11:1-10 or John 12;12-16 

Reading I  Isaiah 50:4-7 

Reading II Philippians 2:6-11 

Gospel Mark 14:1-15:47 The Passion of Our Lord 
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Holy Thursday, April 1 
 St. Bernard Catholic Church 

7 p.m 
 
 

Reading I Exodus 12:1-8, 11:14 

Reading II 1Corinthians 11:23-26 

Gospel John 13:1-15 

Because we read about the Last Supper, bread and a chalice will be added to the church 

environment for tonight.  Jesus calls us to service by his example of washing the feet of his 

disciples. Jesus gives his entire self in this expression of service.  A basin and towel are also 

part of the church environment. 

 

 

Good Friday, April 2 
Mother of Christ Catholic Church 

7 p.m. 
 
Reading I Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

Reading II Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9 

 

Gospel John 18:1-19:42 

They took the body of Jesus and bound it with burial cloths along with the spices according to 

the Jewish burial custom.  Even in death there is reverent care for life. 
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